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Introduction
As part of the Centre of Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education (CESME,
HBCSE), Mathematics Education group conducted a teacher development workshop for
middle school Marathi medium teachers. It was conducted in online mode.

Most of the research material from across the countries that describes teaching fractions and
ratios is primarily available in English. Focus of this workshop was to give the participant
teachers an exposure to the research done by several researchers worldwide and at HBCSE
on teaching fractions and ratios with understanding. While working with teachers, it was
realised that teachers need to engage with the products of research in a practice-based way.
This workshop is an attempt to develop such resources for the teachers and engage teachers
in those with two lenses - student thinking and reasoning and making use of sub-construct
theory of fractions to navigate middle grades curriculum.

Brief Information about Each Day:

1. Day 1 (7 June 2021): This session was an introductory session where participants
introduced themselves; briefly shared their thoughts about fractions teaching and the
reason for enrolling on the course. In this session, we gave a brief introduction to
educational research work and different projects of HBCSE. The following course aims
were discussed: understanding and appreciating the importance of deep knowledge of
fractions for teaching; how children learn fractions; tasks with learner-centred pedagogy;
developing skills towards teaching fractions by analysing fractions' teaching; developing
effective assessment. Towards the end, participants discussed a class scenario that
connected fractions with the division-remainder.

2. Day 2 (8 June 2021): This was a theory-based session and focused on five different
meanings of fractions. These meanings, referred to as sub-constructs of fractions, are as
follows: part of a whole, operator, ratio, quotient, and measure. We discussed what each
sub-construct means, its examples and their curricular presence. Teachers worked on
examples of each.

3. Day 3 (9 June 2021): The session began by understanding connections across five
sub-constructs and their relationship with rational numbers. The primary focus of the
session was to distinguish multiplicative reasoning in contrast to additive reasoning. To
achieve this, we discussed various examples, and participants also enacted an exercise of



constructing structures. The session ended with refining the meanings of operations such
as multiplication and division within different number domains.

4. Day 4 (10 June 2021): In the beginning the session focused on understanding direct and
inverse proportion through multiplicative thinking, further there was part of the session
which was focused on understanding unit fractions and comparison of fractions through
measure sub-construct and by using that how one can compare fractions. In the last part
the instructor discussed comparing fractions through whole part sub-construct and
quotient subconstruct.

5. Day 5 (11 June 2021): This session focused on comparison of fractions and then on
understanding fractions through context of sharing. Then the participants analysed
students’ responses around unit fractions and on exercises that involved finding fractions
between two fractions. Session concluded with discussion on equivalence class.

6. Day 6 (14 June 2021): This session focused on making and using Teaching Learning
Material (TLM) for fractions. The instructor demonstrated how to make fraction strips.
He used a photographic presentation to aid the making of the fractions strips. Once the
participants completed the fractions strips, the instructor used the strips for different
activities/operations of fractions such as comparison, equivalence and addition. Some
participants also shared their ideas for this TLM. Towards the end, the instructor
discussed some students' responses.

7. Day 7 (15 June 2021): The session began by an exercise of making word problems on
multiplication and division of fractions. The teachers then studied different meanings of
fraction division and fraction multiplication Then further there was a discussion about
different meanings of fraction division which involves measure, equal distribution, and
opposite of cartesian multiplication (assuming fractions as sides of rectangles).

8. Day 8 (16 June 2021): The session began by discussing cartesian multiplication- meaning
of fraction division, we explained it through example. Then participants were exposed to
Piaget's idea of constructivism and three types of knowledge as helpful in learning
fractions. The three types of knowledge are physical, social, and logico-mathematical.
For each type teachers worked on examples and participated in an activity called missing
area.

9. Day 9 (17 June 2021): The session continued the discussion of missing area activity and
continued with examples from real life on situation of ratios and proportions (vaccine
efficacy study). The teachers then worked on several problems and delineated use of



additive, multiplicative and ratio reasoning. Towards the end everyone worked around a
fallacy that highlighted meanings of operations in different measure spaces.

10. Day 10 (18 June 2021): The session we started with some examples of ratios and some
examples of ratios. Then we discussed the teaching trajectory which involved examples
from different meanings of fraction and one can use those meanings while teaching. In
the end, the participant teachers shared their experiences of being part of this workshop
and gave feedback.

Some responses of teachers:
1. <sushant how are you going to manage this?>
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Numb
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session

Time of the
session

Topic of the session



1 7 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Introduction to the Course

2 8 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Understanding Different Meanings of Fractions

3 9 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Discussion of Operator and Ratio Subconstruct, and
Multiplicative thinking

4 10 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Understanding direct and inverse proportion,
understanding  unit fractions and comparison of
fractions through measure subconstruct

5 11 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Understanding fractions through quotient sub
construct, analysis of students’ responses, and
understanding equivalent fractions

6 14 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Making and Using Teaching Learning Material
(TLM) For Learning Fractions and analysis of
students’ responses

7 15 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Making word problems and Understanding Meaning
of Multiplication and Division Of Fractions

8 16 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Division of fractions, Understanding Constructivism
and Different Types of Knowledge, and activity of
missing area

9 17 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Some real life examples of proportion , analysis of
questions on ratio and proportion, naming the
fractions

10 18 June 2021 16:00 - 17:30 Ratio - Proportion, Teaching Trajectory, and
Feedback



Some glimpse of the Workshop






